Lesson #4


I am the Good Shepherd


John 10:11

Participant

I. Open with prayer

II. Reading of Psalm 23 

III. Shepherding


A. Is one of the key professions in the part of the world where the people of 
Israel lived.  Still one of the key lines of work in Jesus’ day. Still a viable 
profession today.


B. I Am the Good Shepherd = key images of Jesus in Christian Church


C. In Greek ___________.  In Hebrew ______________

IV. Old Testament theological image of shepherd


A. “                  “  - to pasture, to feed, to keep, to tend sheep


B. References of a shepherd

a. Genesis 48:15, Psalm 28:9 

b. Ezekiel 34:1-10

c. Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24, Isaiah 40:11 

V. I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.


A. Context of verses



1. Preceding context:  John 10:1-10



2. Immediate context: John 10:11-42



3. Following Context: John 11:1-57

VI. Jesus is the Good Shepherd


A. Good vs. Bad Shepherd (remember Ezekiel)


B. lays down His life for his sheep


C. Good Shepherd knows his sheep and they know him
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D. Other sheep not in this fold will be called/one flock


E. Shepherd lays down his life of his own power


F. Father commanded Jesus to lay down his life

VII. New Testament references to Jesus as Shepherd


A. Matthew 2:6, 26:31


B. Matthew 9:36 


C. First Peter 2:25, Revelation 7:17, Hebrews 13:20 

VIII. Conclusions


A. Jesus cares for His people


B. Jesus saved our lives by sacrificing His own


C. Jesus wants an intimate relationship with us


D. Jesus will lead various people to Himself


E. Jesus is part of God’s saving plan

